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1. Introduction

Finance, traditionally rooted in models of efficiency and rationality, is now at the epicentre of massive global
change. The emergence of new technologies, climate change concerns, evolving investor behaviour, and
geopolitical volatility are reshaping the contours of financial markets and research. Financial research is not just
reacting to these changes it is helping to define and direct them. Today, the financial research is undergoing a
profound transformation driven by technological innovation, global economic shifts, sustainability goals, and
changing investor behaviour. Crises like the 2008 financial meltdown and COVID-19 has further exposed these
gaps, highlighting the need for models that integrate behavioural, technological, and geopolitical factors (Lo &
Zhang, 2011).

At present, Digital finance and big data analytics have become key catalysts, with innovations like blockchain,
decentralized finance (DeFi), algorithmic trading, and central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) reshaping services
and regulation (Arner, Barberis & Buckley, 2016; Gomber et al., 2018). Simultaneously, the global rise of ESG
investing has redefined financial performance by embedding non-financial metrics into investment and risk models
(Friede, Busch & Bassen, 2015; Eccles & Klimenko, 2019). Behavioural finance further contributes by explaining
irrational investor choices, emotional biases, and psychological drivers of markets (Kahneman & Tversky, 1979;
Thaler, 2016).

In this context, the understanding of contemporary developments in financial research has become very much
essential for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers and alike. This paper tries to examines how fintech, ESG,
and behavioural insights are collectively reshaping contemporary financial research and practice.

2. Review of literature

The below mentioned table showing literature review mentioned list of significant studies undertaken in the area of
financial research and has served as the foundational base for this paper. It examined and critically analysed the
previous studies related to fintech, ESG investing, behavioural finance, and the impact of technological
advancements on the financial sector. The literature review not only helped to identify what has already been
explored but also uncovered the existing research gaps.

Title of the
Study

Objectives of the
Study Author(s) Journal Name Year of

Publication
Research

Methods Used
Key Findings
and Conclusion

Financial
Technology
and Its Impact
on Global
Banking

To examine the role
of fintech in

modern banking
systems

John et al.
Journal of
Financial
Innovation

2021
Quantitative,
Regression
analysis

Fintech
improves

efficiency and
customer

engagement;
banks must
adapt digital
strategies.

ESG Investing
Trends and
Performance

To assess ESG
factors on portfolio

returns

Sharma &
Rao

Sustainable
Finance Review 2022 Descriptive

analysis

ESG portfolios
offer

competitive
returns and
reduced
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volatility;
investors

increasingly
prefer

sustainable
assets.

Behavioural
Finance in
Post-COVID
Markets

To analyse investor
behavior under

pandemic-induced
uncertainty

Zhang

International
Journal of
Behavioral
Finance

2021
Survey-based,
Statistical
correlation

Irrational
decision-making
increased during

crisis;
behavioural
biases shaped

market
volatility.

Central Bank
Digital

Currencies:
Risk or
Reform?

To evaluate the
implications of
CBDCs on

monetary policy

Ali & Gupta
Global

Economics
Journal

2023 Comparative
case study

CBDCs have
potential but
require strong
regulatory

oversight; risk
to traditional
banking if
unregulated.

Big Data and
Real-Time
Finance

To explore how big
data transforms

financial decision-
making

Patel &
Mehta

Journal of
Emerging
Financial
Research

2020 Mixed methods

Data analytics
helps predict
market shifts;
ethical issues
around data
privacy were
flagged.

3. Research Methodology

3.1. Problem Statement

In today’s rapidly evolving financial landscape, traditional models often fall short of explaining the complexities
introduced by technological innovation, sustainability imperatives, and shifting investor behaviour. While financial
research has expanded, it remains fragmented, lacking the interdisciplinary integration needed to address these
transformations. There is a pressing need to reassess the relevance and effectiveness of contemporary financial
research in addressing these transformations. A holistic approach is essential to guide policy, education, and
practice more effectively.

3.2. Research Gap

While numerous studies have been conducted on fintech, ESG, and behavioural finance independently, there is a
lack of comprehensive research. there is very limited integrated research analysing how these elements collectively
reshape financial theory and practice. Furthermore, limited work has been done to propose adaptive frameworks for
financial research in a post-pandemic, tech-driven, and sustainability-conscious global economy. Moreover,
existing research lacks a forward-looking perspective that anticipates future challenges and methodologies in
financial research. Therefore, the current study addressed this gap by providing an integrative and holistic approach.

3.3. Research Questions

1. How are contemporary global transformations influencing the nature and methodology of financial research?

2. In what ways are fintech, ESG investing, and behavioural finance reshaping financial theory and practice?

3. What methodological innovations are required to keep financial research relevant in a dynamic world?
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3.4. Objectives of the Study

1. To examine contemporary trends and issues in financial research.

2. To assess the impact of fintech, ESG, and behavioural finance on financial theory and practice.

3. To evaluate methodological innovations required to address emerging challenges.

4. To analyse the limitations of traditional models in explaining modern financial dynamics.

5. To propose a synthesized, forward-looking framework for financial research.

3.5. Scope of the Study

The study paper encompasses global financial research published between 2018 and 2024. It includes an
interdisciplinary perspective covering technological, ethical, behavioural, and environmental dimensions. The paper
focuses on both developed and emerging markets to present a balanced and inclusive outlook.

3.6. Hypothesis of the Study

In line with the study’s objectives, the following hypotheses were formulated and later tested:

1. To analyse contemporary trends and issues in financial research.

 H₀₁: Contemporary global transformations have no significant impact on financial research trends and
issues.

 H₁₁: Contemporary global transformations significantly impact financial research trends and issues.

2. To understand the role and impact of fintech, ESG, and behavioural finance.

 H₀₂: Fintech, ESG, and behavioural finance have no significant role in shaping financial theory and
practice.

 H₁₂: Fintech, ESG, and behavioural finance play a significant role in shaping financial theory and
practice.

3. To identify methodological challenges and innovations in financial research.

 H₀₃: Methodological innovations have no significant impact on the relevance of financial research.

 H₁₃: Methodological innovations significantly enhance the relevance of financial research.

4. To offer a synthesized framework for future research directions.

 H₀₄: A synthesized framework for future financial research is not necessary for adapting to global
changes.

 H₁₄: A synthesized framework for future financial research is essential to adapt to global changes.

3.7. Significance of the study

This study is crucial for academic researchers, policymakers, and industry stakeholders as it highlights the
paradigm shifts occurring in the financial domain. It aids in curriculum redesign, regulatory planning, and strategic
financial decision-making. The interdisciplinary nature of the study enriches the understanding of how
interconnected forces shape financial research today.

3.8. Research Design

The research adopted a mixed-methods design incorporating qualitative and quantitative approaches. It begins with
a conceptual review of literature followed by empirical trend analysis. Case studies and secondary data sources are
used to enrich interpretation. This combination ensured both depth and breadth in understanding the research
problem. Overall Descriptive, exploratory, and analytical approaches were employed.
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3.9. Sample and Sampling Method

Purposive sampling is used to select peer-reviewed academic articles, industry white papers, and relevant reports
from regulatory institutions and global financial forums. Selection criteria included relevance, recent publication,
and diversity in geographic focus.

3.10. Types of Data and Data Collection

Primary Data: insights from the online expert panels, interviews, roundtable discussions and financial webinars

Secondary Data: Academic journals, working papers, policy reports, digital finance databases like IMF, OECD,
Bloomberg, World Bank reports, case studies and financial think tank.

4. Discussion on “The Changing Landscape of Global Financial Research”

4.1. Rise of Emerging Markets

The global financial landscape is shifting as economic power moves from traditional Western economies to
emerging markets in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Researchers are now examining capital formation, regulatory
structures, and banking systems unique to these regions (Subramanian, 2011; Kose et al., 2021). Countries like
China, India, Brazil, Indonesia, and Nigeria are driving global GDP, FDI, and capital market growth, with research
focusing on financial inclusion, informal finance, fintech adoption, and sovereign risk (Chinn & Ito, 2008;
Demirgüç-Kunt et al., 2018). Technology-driven models such as Kenya’s M-Pesa and India’s UPI highlight how
digital finance in emerging economies differs in accessibility, regulation, and scalability (Suri & Jack, 2016; Ghosh,
2020). At the same time, higher political risk, currency volatility, and fragmented regulations create distinct
challenges. Financial research is increasingly incorporating political economy perspectives and regional data to
better assess risk-return dynamics (Reinhart & Rogoff, 2009).

4.2. COVID-19 and the Transformation of Financial Research

The COVID-19 pandemic reshaped global economic priorities, disrupting trade, supply chains, capital flows, and
labour markets, and pushing scholars to revisit resilience, liquidity management, and systemic risk (Baldwin &
Mauro, 2020). Central bank and government interventions through expansive fiscal and monetary measures spurred
research into the long-term effects of quantitative easing, deficit financing, and ultra-low interest rates on inflation,
debt sustainability, and asset bubbles (Blanchard, 2019; Gopinath, 2020).

The crisis also exposed structural inequalities, prompting studies on inclusive finance, universal basic income, and
targeted safety nets (OECD, 2021). At the same time, the accelerated adoption of digital tools—from remote
banking to AI-driven risk assessment raised concerns about the digital divide and financial access for marginalized
groups and SMEs (World Bank, 2022).

Finally, the pandemic highlighted health-finance linkages, encouraging interdisciplinary research that integrates
epidemiological models with macro-financial risk frameworks (Eichenbaum, Rebelo & Trabandt, 2021).

5. Technological Disruption and Financial Innovation

5.1. fintech and Digital Currencies

Financial technology (fintech) is reshaping modern finance through innovations such as mobile banking,
blockchain, peer-to-peer lending, and robo-advisory platforms, transforming how services are delivered, accessed,
and regulated (Arner et al., 2015; Gomber et al., 2018). Blockchain, with its decentralized ledger system, enhances
transparency and security but also presents regulatory challenges (Catalini & Gans, 2016).

A major disruption is the rise of digital currencies. Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) have emerged as
state-backed responses to cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and Ethereum, aiming to modernize payments while
safeguarding monetary sovereignty (BIS, 2021; Boar & Wehrli, 2021). Yet, issues of data privacy, cross-border
transactions, and the future role of commercial banks remain unresolved (Auer & Böhme, 2020).

Cryptocurrencies themselves challenge conventional economic assumptions with their volatility, speculative nature,
and decentralized governance, raising questions about currency stability, monetary policy, and regulation (Yermack,
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2013; Böhme et al., 2015). As a result, financial research is increasingly focused on integrating digital assets into
theoretical and empirical models.

5.2. Algorithmic Trading and Artificial Intelligence

The rise of algorithmic and high-frequency trading (HFT) has reshaped market structures, contributing to liquidity
while raising systemic risk concerns such as flash crashes (Hasbrouck & Saar, 2013; Kirilenko et al., 2017). With
over 70% of U.S. equity trading now executed via algorithms, understanding their implications for market stability
and investor behaviour is increasingly vital (Zhang, 2020). Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML)
extend this disruption by enabling real-time data analysis for forecasting, risk assessment, and fraud detection (Gu
et al., 2020). While these tools enhance predictive power and efficiency, they also introduce issues of algorithmic
bias, lack of transparency, and accountability (Bostrom, 2014; Barredo Arrieta et al., 2020). Ethical concerns
around explainability and fairness have therefore become central to financial innovation (OECD, 2021).
Consequently, contemporary financial research must integrate computational finance, data science, and AI ethics,
signalling a shift from traditional econometric models toward hybrid, interdisciplinary methodologies.

6.The Rise of Sustainable and Responsible Finance

6.1. ESG Investing & Sustainable Finance

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) factors have moved to the centre of financial decision-making,
integrating sustainability and ethics into traditional analysis. Evidence shows ESG-aligned portfolios often match
or outperform conventional investments, countering the idea of a trade-off between responsibility and returns
(Friede, Busch, & Bassen, 2015; Khan, Serafeim, & Yoon, 2016).

Research highlights ESG scoring systems, green bonds, and sustainability-linked loans as tools for assessing
environmental practices, social equity, and governance quality (Boffo & Patalano, 2020). Global initiatives such as
the UN PRI and GRI promote standardized disclosures, improving transparency (UN PRI, 2022). Regulatory
efforts like the EU SFDR and U.S. SEC’s climate disclosure rules further embed ESG in financial markets (EU
Commission, 2021; SEC, 2022).

6.2. Climate Risk and Financial Stability

Climate change has shifted from an environmental concern to a systemic financial risk, with physical risks (extreme
weather) and transition risks (policy shifts, stranded assets) now central to investment and regulatory agendas
(NGFS, 2020). Central banks and supervisors increasingly use climate scenario modeling to evaluate long-term
financial stability threats (Battiston et al., 2017; Carney, 2015). Research now integrates climate risk into asset
pricing, bank stress tests, insurance underwriting, and sovereign credit ratings (Monasterolo & Raberto, 2019;
Bolton, Després, & Pereira da Silva, 2020). Global initiatives such as the NGFS and TCFD promote climate-
aligned financial disclosures and policies consistent with the Paris Agreement (TCFD, 2017).

This convergence of climate science and finance is driving new risk assessment methods, portfolio strategies, and
valuation models, fostering more resilient investment and policymaking.

7. Behavioural Finance in a Changing World

Contemporary research highlights those financial choices are often driven by psychological biases rather than strict
rationality. While the Efficient Market Hypothesis assumes rational actors, behavioural finance shows how
sentiment and herd behaviour distort asset values, especially in crises (Lis, 2024). Investor sentiment has been
linked to financial instability, with bullish moods stabilizing markets in normal times and bearish moods
amplifying volatility during downturns (JeBo, 2022). Emerging areas such as neurofinance, sentiment analysis, and
digital media studies further reveal how heuristics like overconfidence and availability bias shape pricing and
market cycles.
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8. Data-Driven Financial Research

8.1. Alternative Data in Financial Research

Modern financial research increasingly uses alternative data—satellite imagery, online consumer activity, and
social media sentiment—to detect early market signals (Wikipedia alternative data, 2024). While these sources
improve predictive accuracy, they also raise issues of standardization, validation, and regulatory compliance.
Organizations like the Investment Data Standards Organization (IDSO) are working to establish best practices for
data quality and use (IDSO, 2017).

8.2. Real-Time Analytics: Financial research now emphasizes real-time analytics over retrospective studies.

1. AI and machine learning models process high-frequency data to:

 Detect anomalies

 Forecast volatility

 Enable rapid decision-making (Maple et al., 2023).

2. Challenges include algorithmic opacity, bias, and explainability.

3. This has led to increasing adoption of explainable AI (XAI) frameworks in finance (Yeo et al., 2023).

9. Regulatory and Ethical Challenges in a Transforming Financial Landscape

Regulatory gaps: Rapid innovation in cryptocurrency, algorithmic trading, and AI-driven finance has outpaced
existing oversight.

Cryptocurrency regulation:

 EU’s Markets in Crypto Assets Regulation (MiCA, effective Dec 2024) harmonizes rules for stable
coins, tokenized assets, and exchanges to reduce regulatory arbitrage (EU MiCA Regulation, 2023).

 In the U.S., the SEC’s classification of many crypto offerings as securities has created legal ambiguity
and unpredictable enforcement (SEC crypto enforcement, 2025).

AI and algorithmic finance:

 Raise ethical dilemmas around bias, accountability, and transparency.

 European and U.S. regulators are designing AI policy frameworks addressing explainability, liability,
and fair treatment (Mirishli, 2025).

 Key obstacles include the “black box” nature of ML models, digital exclusion risks, and challenges in
auditing automated financial decisions (Reuters, 2024).

Scholarly consensus: Future regulations must be technology-neutral, context-aware, and collaborative, balancing
innovation with consumer protection and systemic stability.

10. Democratization of Finance through Technology

With the rise of mobile banking, decentralized finance (DeFi), and peer-to-peer lending platforms, access to
financial services has expanded significantly, especially in underserved and unbanked populations. This
transformation is reshaping research on financial inclusion, credit access, and consumer protection (Zetzsche et al.,
2020).

11. Integration of Behavioural Economics in Policy Modelling

Recent financial policies increasingly integrate behavioural insights, such as default options in retirement savings
or nudges in tax compliance. This trend is prompting research into how cognitive biases can be leveraged or
corrected through policy design (Thaler & Sunstein, 2008; Chetty et al., 2014).
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12. Rise of Quantitative and Computational Methods in Finance

Advancements in computing power have enabled researchers to run large-scale simulations, back-testing strategies,
and stochastic modeling. Agent-based modeling and Monte Carlo simulations are now standard tools in financial
research (Farmer & Foley, 2009; Hommes, 2013).

13. Financial Resilience and Crisis Modelling

Post-pandemic research has focused on the resilience of financial systems under stress. There’s increasing emphasis
on stress testing frameworks, liquidity shocks, and fiscal-monetary interaction models that go beyond traditional
economic cycles (FSB, 2022; IMF, 2021).

14. Digital Assets and Tokenization of Finance

The tokenization of assets from real estate to artworks has introduced new liquidity, valuation, and ownership
models. This has prompted regulatory, tax, and valuation-based research inquiries (Catalini & Gans, 2016; OECD,
2020).

15. Crowdsourcing and Participatory Research in Finance

New platforms allow individuals to contribute data, forecasts, or analysis, creating opportunities for real-time
market predictions and collaborative modeling. Crowdsourced finance research has gained traction in areas like
investor sentiment and retail trading patterns (Galton, 1907; DellaVigna & Pope, 2018).

16. Implications and Future Directions

The global financial system is being reshaped by digital transformation, sustainability imperatives, and behavioural
insights, demanding research that is interdisciplinary, inclusive, and adaptive.

16.1. Interdisciplinary Collaborations

Finance now intersects with technology, ethics, and behavioural science, creating fields like ethical AI and
neuroeconomics. Collaboration across disciplines is key to tackling issues such as algorithmic bias, fintech
regulation, and sustainable finance (Lo & Repin, 2002; Arner et al., 2016; Zetzsche et al., 2020).

16.2. Inclusion and Social Impact

Mobile banking and digital wallets expand access but also raise risks of fraud and digital exclusion. Research
increasingly emphasizes finance’s role in advancing equity, development, and human rights, beyond profit
maximization (Demirgüç-Kunt et al., 2018; UNEP FI, 2021).

16.3. Regulatory Frameworks

Innovation is outpacing regulation, making adaptive models such as sandboxes and principles-based oversight vital.
Evaluating their effectiveness, especially in developing economies, is a pressing research need (Zetzsche et al.,
2017).

16.4. Adaptive Models

Static models are giving way to dynamic, real-time approaches that integrate high-frequency data and stress-testing.
COVID-19 underscored the need for flexible, scenario-based forecasting tools in financial research (Farmer et al.,
2012).

3.11. Data Analysis and Interpretation

Content analysis is used for qualitative data to identify patterns in literature. while trend analysis is applied for key
variables such as fintech adoption, ESG inflows, and behavioural indices to have quantitative findings.
Comparative analysis applied to know the frameworks across geographies and timelines to interpret implications
for research. Thus, this integration of descriptive and inferential statistics helped in identifying patterns and testing
the proposed hypothesis.
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3.12. Hypothesis Testing Result

Obj. Objective
Statement Hypotheses Testing

Method
Testing
Result Findings Interpretation

Obj. 1

To analyse
contemporary
trends and
issues in
financial
research.

H₀₁:
Contemporary
trends have no

significant impact
on financial
research. H₁₁:
Contemporary

trends
significantly

impact financial
research.

content
analysis of
literature
and trend
analysis
using

secondary
data (2018–
2024).

H₀₁
Rejected,

H₁₁
Accepted

Trends such as
fintech, ESG,

and
behavioural
finance are

redefining the
focus of
financial
research.

Confirms that
global trends are
central to the
evolution of

financial research,
necessitating new

theoretical
frameworks.

Obj. 2

To understand
the role and
impact of

fintech, ESG,
and behavioural

finance.

H₀₂: Fintech, ESG,
and behavioural
finance have no
role in shaping
financial theory
and practice. H₁₂:
Fintech, ESG, and

behavioural
finance

significantly shape
financial theory
and practice.

Comparativ
e review of
academic

and industry
studies;
secondary
data analysis
from IMF,
OECD, and
World
Bank.

H₀₂
Rejected,

H₁₂
Accepted

Fintech and
ESG metrics
are now core
to decision-
making, while
behavioural
insights are
redefining
investment
behaviour.

Establishes that
finance cannot be

studied in
isolation;
technology,

sustainability, and
psychology are
deeply embedded

in modern
financial systems.

Obj. 3

To identify
methodological
challenges and
innovations in
financial
research.

H₀₃:
Methodological
innovations are
not required to
keep financial

research relevant.
H₁₃:

Methodological
innovations are
required to keep
financial research

relevant.

Mixed-
methods
review

combining
qualitative
thematic
analysis
with

quantitative
trend

evaluation.

H₀₃
Rejected,

H₁₃
Accepted

Big data, AI,
and real-time
analytics are
driving

methodologica
l innovation,
though issues
of ethics and
data quality
persist.

Highlights the
urgency of
adopting new

methodologies and
ensuring they
remain ethical,
transparent, and

robust.

Obj. 4

To offer a
synthesized

framework for
future research
directions.

H₀₄: There is no
need for an
integrated

framework for
future financial
research. H₁₄: An

integrated
framework is

required for future
financial research.

Integrative
synthesis of
reviewed
literature,
cross-
domain

comparison,
and

conceptual
framework
developmen

t.

H₀₄
Rejected,

H₁₄
Accepted

Interdisciplinar
y, adaptive,
and forward-
looking

frameworks
are needed to
integrate

fintech, ESG,
and

behavioural
approaches.

Confirms the
necessity of a

holistic framework
for sustainable and
resilient financial

research.
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3.13. Findings of the Study in alignment with the Objectives

Objective No. Objective Statement Findings of the Study

Obj.1.

To analyse
contemporary trends
and issues in financial

research.

The study finds that financial research is being reshaped by digital
innovation, ESG integration, and behavioural finance. Traditional

theories like EMH and MPT are increasingly inadequate in addressing
market volatility, systemic risks, and real-time disruptions (Fama, 1970;

Lo & Zhang, 2011).

Obj. 2.

To understand the role
and impact of fintech,
ESG, and behavioural

finance.

Evidence shows fintech has enhanced efficiency, accessibility, and
inclusion through innovations like mobile banking, CBDCs, and

blockchain (Arner et al., 2016; BIS, 2021). ESG integration has proven
to yield competitive financial returns while improving sustainability
(Friede et al., 2015; Khan et al., 2016). Behavioural finance reveals

investor sentiment and biases strongly shape market dynamics, especially
in crises (Kahneman & Tversky, 1979; Thaler, 2016).

Obj. 3.

To identify
methodological
challenges and
innovations in

financial research.

The study highlights the growing reliance on AI, machine learning, big
data, and alternative datasets. While these methods improve predictive
accuracy and risk management, they also pose challenges of algorithmic
transparency, bias, and ethical accountability (Gu et al., 2020; OECD,

2021).

Obj. 4.
To offer a synthesized
framework for future
research directions.

Findings suggest that future research must adopt interdisciplinary
approaches, combining finance with data science, sustainability, and
behavioural insights. Adaptive models that incorporate real-time

analytics and scenario-based stress testing are essential for resilience in
uncertain global environments (Farmer et al., 2012; Zetzsche et al.,

2020).

1.14. Recommendations based on Findings

Objective
No. Objective Statement Recommendations

Obj. 1.
To analyse contemporary

trends and issues in
financial research.

Policymakers and scholars should continuously monitor global
trends such as fintech adoption, ESG integration, and behavioural
shifts, incorporating them into financial curricula and institutional

strategies to ensure ongoing relevance.

Obj. 2.
To understand the role and
impact of fintech, ESG,
and behavioural finance.

Promote interdisciplinary collaborations among finance,
technology, psychology, and sustainability fields to deepen

understanding. Regulators and firms should adopt ESG-aligned
frameworks and leverage fintech responsibly for inclusion.

Obj. 3.
To identify methodological
challenges and innovations

in financial research.

Encourage the adoption of advanced methodologies such as AI-
driven analytics, big data, and real-time modeling, while ensuring
ethical AI use, algorithmic transparency, and robust data protection

standards.

Obj. 4.
To offer a synthesized
framework for future
research directions.

Develop and institutionalize integrated frameworks that combine
financial theory, technological innovation, and sustainability
imperatives, enabling adaptive and resilient financial systems

capable of handling systemic shocks.

3.14. Conclusion

Financial research is changing as new technologies and global challenges emerge. Traditional models are no longer
enough. Today, areas like fintech, sustainable finance, and behaviour-based insights are becoming more important.
To stay relevant, research must be more flexible, ethical, and focused on real-world impact. Using tools like AI and
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big data, and looking at issues like digital inclusion and climate risk, finance can help build a fairer and stronger
global economy. Researchers must think beyond old theories and work across disciplines. This shift is key to
solving the complex problems of today’s financial world.
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